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History of Black History Month 
 Today, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 
34 million people in the United States are African American. 
That's about 12 percent of us!  

 Since 1926 Americans have been celebrating Black his-
tory, first as “Negro History Week" and later as we know it 
today, Black History Month. When the tradition first began 
black history had not begun to be studied or documented. 
However blacks have been in America at least as far back as 
colonial times, but it was not until the 20th century that 
blacks began to gain a respectable presence in history books. 

 Dr. Carter G. Woodson is credited for the celebration of 
Black History Month, and more importantly for the study of 
black history. Dr Woodson’s parents were former 
slaves. Woodson’s childhood was spent working in 
the Kentucky coal mines. At the age of twenty he 
enrolled in high school and completed in two 
years. He later received his Ph.D.  from Harvard. 

 Let’s learn more about the significance and contributions 
of African-Americans!! 

Article provided by Infoplease.com 
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Curious Timmy 

 Once upon a time there was a curious boy named 

Timmy.  Timmy woke up one morning and asked his mother, 

“Mom, what would it be like if there were no Black people in the 

world?”  

Timmy’s mother thought about it for a moment, and then 

said “Son, follow me around today and lets just see what it 

would be like if there were no Black people in the world.” 

Mom said, "Now go get dressed and we will get started." 

Timmy ran to his room to put on his clothes and shoes. His 

mother took one look at him and said "Timmy where are you 

going looking like that?   Those clothes are all wrinkled!  I must 

iron them."   

But when she reached for the ironing board it 

was no longer there.  You see Sarah Boone, a black 

woman, invented the ironing board. 

"Oh well," she said, "please go and do something to your 
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hair."  Timmy ran in his room to brush his hair, but the brush 

was not there.  You see Lydia O. Newman, a 

black woman, invented the hair brush.  

Mom told Timmy, "lets do our chores around the house and 

then take a trip to the grocery store." Timmy's job was to 

sweep the floor. He swept and swept and swept. When he 

reached for the dust pan, it was not there. You see, 

Lloyd P. Ray, a black man, invented the dust pan. 

So he swept his pile of dirt over in the corner 

and left it there.  He then decided to mop the floor, but the 

mop was gone. You see, Thomas W. Stewart, a black man, 

invented the mop.  

Timmy yelled to his Mom, "Mom, I'm not having any 

luck." "Well son," she said, "let’s prepare a list for the grocery 

store."  Mom asked Timmy to go get a pencil and some 

paper to prepare their list for the market. So Timmy 

ran for the paper and pencil but noticed the pencil 
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lead was broken. Well, he was out of luck because John Love, 

a black man, invented the pencil sharpener.  

Without a grocery list, Timmy and his mother decided to 

head out to the market.  When Timmy opened the door 

he noticed that the grass was as high as he was tall.   

You see, the lawn mower was invented by John Burr, 

a black man.  

As they drove to the grocery store, they noticed that 

cars were running into each other and 

having wrecks because there were no traffic 

signals. You see, Garrett A. Morgan, a black man invented the 

traffic light.  

Well, it was getting late, so they walked to the market, 

got their groceries and returned home. Just when they were 

about to put away the milk, eggs and butter, they 

noticed the refrigerator was gone.  You see, John 

Standard, a black man, invented the refrigerator.  
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So they just left the food on the counter.  

Timmy went out to check the mail and found a pile of mail 

of the lawn and curb where the mailbox once stood.  What 

happened to the mailbox he wondered?  “Oh,” he quickly 

realized that the mailbox was invented by Philip 

Downing, a black man.  

Timmy and his mother sat at the kitchen table with their 

heads in their hands. When the father arrived home he asked, 

"Why are you sitting in the dark?" Why? 

Because Lewis Howard Latimer, a black man, 

invented the filament within the light bulb,         

which makes the light bulb light up!  

Timmy quickly learned what it would be like if there were 

no black people in the world.   So if you ever wonder, like 

Timmy, where would we be without black people? Well, it's 

pretty plain to see. We would still be in the DARK!!!!  
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African American Inventions 

Invented by W. H. Richardson in 1899 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Henry T. Sampson in 1971 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Lydia O. Newman in 18— 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by A.L. Cralle in 1897 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Sarah Boone in 1887 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by L.A. Burr in 1889 



Ohio Civil Rights Commission 12 1-888-278-7101 

African American Inventions 

Invented by James Robinson in 1887 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Paul L. Downing in 1891 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Thomas W. Stewart in 1893 



Ohio Civil Rights Commission 15 www.crc.ohio.gov 

African American Inventions 

Invented by George Washington Carver in 1896 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by J.L. Love in 1897 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Robert F. Flemming, Jr. in 1886 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by J. Standard in 1891 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Imhotep in Ancient Egypt 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by Garrett Morgan in 1923 
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African American Inventions 

Invented by M.A. Cherry in 1886 



Crossword Puzzle 

 
ACROSS 
1. The ________ was invented by Garret A 
Morgan (Hint, go to page  20) 
3. The ________ was invented by W.H. 
Richardson (Hint, go to page  6) 
5. The ________ was invented by Lydia O. 
Newman (Hint, go to page  8) 
6. The ________ was invented by Thomas W. 
Stewart (Hint, go to page  14) 
8. The ________ was invented by James Rob-
inson (Hint, go to page  12) 
9. The ________ was invented by Henry T. 
Sampson (Hint, go to page  7) 

 
DOWN 
1. The ________ was invented by M.A. 

Cherry (Hint, go to page  21) 
2. The ________ was invented by A.L. Cralle  
(Hint, go to page  9) 
4. The ________ was invented by L.A. Burr 
(Hint, go to page  11) 
7. The ________ was invented by Paul L. 
Downing (Hint, go to page  13) 
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Answers on Page 24 
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CELL PHONE 
HAIRBRUSH 

ICE CREAM SCOOP 
LAWN MOWER 

LUNCH PAIL 

MAILBOX 
PENCIL SHARPENER 

STROLLER 
TRAFFIC LIGHT 

TRICYCLE 

Word Search 

Answers on Page 24 



Crossword Puzzle and 
Word Search Answers 
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Send us a letter!  

Have your teacher mail this letter to:  
OCRC-PACE  30 E. Broad St., 5th Floor Columbus, OH 43215 



Celebrating Black History Month 

Algeria  Botswana Central African Republic 

Chad Congo Democratic Republic  Egypt 

Ethiopia Ghana  Kenya 

Liberia Libya Madagascar  

Nigeria Rwanda Somalia 

South Africa Sudan Tanzania 

Uganda Zambia Zimbabwe 
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