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Each year thousands of Ohio schools from every county participate in the Ohio Civil Rights 
Commission (OCRC) Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Art, Essay & Multi-Media 

Contest.  The theme of this year’s contest is “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, 
‘What are you doing for others?’.”  Contest participants in grades 5-12 were asked to 

submit entries in the form of art, essay and multi-media presentations to 
demonstrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   

The purpose of this contest is to encourage children to reflect upon Dr. King’s life 
and work, as well as the civil rights movement, and think about how civil rights 
and diversity affects their lives.   
 
We congratulate every student and school who participated in this contest and we 

are proud to present you with the winners of this year’s contest. 
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Gary Simpson (Columbus), Grade 6 
Franklin Alternative  
 Ms. Karen Gudger, Principal 
 Ms. Yvonne Bowers, Teacher 
 
“I would help my community by painting buildings and 
houses in my neighborhood.  There are a lot of buildings 
with graffiti on them.  We have a nice neighborhood but 
some of the houses make it look bad.  I thingk the paint 
will help make the neighborhood look clean again.” 
 
Todd Eagle (Barberton), Grade 7  
U.L. Light 
 Mr. Justin Gates, Principal 
 Mrs. Mary Baldwin 
“I am for helping the deaf.  If you don’t know it is when 
you can hear anything.  When talking to someone that deaf 
you must look at them.  Also, you must use sign language.  
Helping the deaf community would be a great cause.” 
 
Courtney Kelly (Pickerington), Grade 8 
Lakeview Junior High School 
 Mr. Jeff Clark, Principal 
 Ms. Kelly Campbell, Teacher 
The following depiction of these six legendary African-
Americans from around the world illustrates the theme in 
various ways.  The lives of: Martin Luther King Jr., Harriet 
Tubman, Malcolm X, Coretta Scott King, Mahatma Gandhi, 
and Nelson Mandela all demonstrated King’s quote.  King 
lived in jeopardy of being arrested & severely hurt, to get 
his voice heard and help the issues of discrimination & 
segregations.  As a fugitive slave, Harriet Tubman risked 
her life to help other slaves escape.  She risked getting 
caught and killed to change the lives of others.  Coretta 
King supported Martin with all her heart.  She know it was 
hazardous for him to be p protesting these laws, she never 
stopped him only encouraged him.  She even helped to 
encourage others and continued to spread his dream once 
he died.  Martin was the core of her family, but she realized 
the people of the world had superior concerns.  Gandhi did 
similar things, helping to emphasize that all men are 
created equal.  These people, who ha so little to begin with, 
gave all their possessions and their life to help others.  
Without them the world would not be what it is today.  The 
world in the center of the drawing shows that these 6 
people put the needs of others before all other concerns.  
They are inspirations to society. 
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Chad Deplain (Massillon), Grade 9 
Edison Junior High School 
 Jamie Morckel, Principal 
 Ms. Meredith Schenz, Teacher 
 
“I drew this picture to represent a boy looking up to 
someone.  It shows an act of responsibility taken on 
by us.  We should help those in need.  We should be 
fortunate for what we do have.  Some are not as 
fortunate as us.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alexander Davis (Dayton), Grade 10 
Stivers School for the Arts 
 Ms. Erin Dooley, Principal 
 Ms. Susan Tyner, Teacher 
The deep message in this piece is selflessness.  The 
man on the cliff and the man hanging off the cliffare 
both sillouettes because their skin color or race 
doesn’t matter.  All that matters is that people help 
each other no matter what.  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
is in the clouds because he has passed away.  He is 
in heaven where he can watch his dream come to 
life where skin color doesn’t matter.   
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Caitlin Keck (N. Jackson), Grade 11 
Jackson-Milton High School 
 Mr. Dave Vega, Principal 
 Ms. Kris Prince, Teacher 
 
“As January 15, 2009 draws near, we will be celebrating 
yet another birthday of Martin Luther King, r.  Had he 
lived, he would be celebrating his 80th birthday.  As I 
was drawing my picture and thinking of his hirthday, I 
thought how each of us could celebrate his birth and his 
death (April4, 1968).  The fact that his birthday is a 
National Holiday should be honored by all, as we honor 
htose who have served us in years past.  That is by 
waving the American Flag.  My picture is of a flag being 
raised and waving in his honor and in his memory for all 
his work, dedication, and most importantly what he 
sacrificed.” 
 
 
Elizabeth DePalma (Lima), Grade 12 
Lima Central Catholic 
 Mr. Richard Mitterholzer, Principal 
 Ms. Tricia May, Teacher 
“My drawing illustrates community service in a few ways.  
There are ribbons that represent my community’s way of 
contributing to finding a cure for cancer.  Annually we 
host a volleyball game to help raise money that is given 
to the Susan G. Komen Foundation.  Volleyball, t-shirts 
and moderate donations are used to help “Volley for a 
Cure.”  There is also a box of toys that represents my 
school’s effort to give underprivileged children a nice 
Christmas, they could not otherwise afford.  These are 
two important features in my poster.  However, it is in 
the words “one nation, under God, indivisible, with 
Liberty and Justice for all” that hods the true meaning of 
community service.  Living in a country where we hold 
freedom and equality so close, these words say it all.  
Everyone deserves Liberty and Justice.  No one person 
deserves it more than the other.  It is our duty as 
stewards of God, to use the blessings He has bestowed 
upon us to help give those less fortunate a better life.  In 


